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GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENTS

The General Plan provides a framework for Town staff and elected and appointed officials as they make decisions
fo guide future growth and development. Over time, unanticipated or unforeseen changes in technology, economy,
environment, population growth and demographics, transportation systems, and other factors may occur and require
Maijor or Minor Amendments to this General Plan. This section of the Plan defines Major and Minor General Plan
Amendments and the General Plan Major and Minor Amendment process.

Who Can Request a General Plan Amendment?
Amendments to the General Plan may be initiated by the Town or requested by landowners or their designated
representatives, residents, or the owners of businesses located within the Town.

Who Can Approve a General Plan Amendment and What is the General Plan Amendment Process?
All Amendments to the General Plan must be approved by the Town Council. A Major General Plan Amendment
can only be considered by the Council affer public notice in accordance with ARS 9.461.5, posting on the Town
website, and two Planning and Zoning Commission public hearings held in different locations in the Town. A Major
Amendment request must be approved by an affirmative vote of at least twothirds of the Town Council.

A Minor General Plan Amendment shall be noticed according to the same procedure as a rezone, and shall be
recommended for approval, denial, or continuance af a public hearing by Planning and Zoning Commission, and
can be approved, denied, or continued to a date certain by the Town Council at a public hearing.

MAJOR AMENDMENTS

Maijor Amendments to the General Plan may be considered annually by the Town. Major Amendment applications
may be submitted annually, and will be considered within the same calendar year they are submitted.

What Constitutes a Major General Plan Amendment?

State law requires that zoning conform fo the General Plan and the General Plan Lland Use Categories and Map.
This General Plan’s Land Use Categories define the permitted zoning for each General Plan land Use Category, and
lists additional conditions to ensure that zoning is compatible within each Land Use Category. This General Plan Land
Use Map and Land Use Categories provide a flexible framework that promote high quality design and development.
The Land Use Map and Land Use Categories provide wide lafitude that provide and enable landowners a variety
of development options that can be used to help the Town achieve the General Plan goals, which are ratified by
voters. Because the General Plan offers flexible options, it is not anticipated that Major Amendments to the General
Plan will be requested every year. Should a Major Amendment to the General Plan be necessary, one or more of
the following would need fo be frue:

Rural Land-Use Category & General Plan Map Neighborhood Land-Use Category & General
® Rezoning request for 10 or more acres of Plan Map
land that is not in conformance with the Land ® Rezoning request for 5 or more acres of land
Use Character, Land Use Types, Appropriate that is not in conformance with the Land Use
Zoning Districts, or the Land Use Categories Character, Land Use Types, Appropriate

Requirements Table. Zoning Districts, or the Land Use Categories
® A rezoning request that would create 10 Requirements Table.
or more contiguous acres of zoning not in * A rezoning request that would create 5

conformance with the General Plan. or more contiguous acres of zoning not in

conformance with the General Plan.
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Urban Land-Use Category & General Plan Map Special District, Open Space, or Agritainment
® Rezoning request for land greater than one Categories & General Plan Map
acre that is not in conformance with the Land *  Any rezoning request not in conformance
Use Character, Land Use Type, Appropriate in the Special District, Open Space, or
Zoning Districts, or the land Use Categories Agritainment Land Use Categories
Requirements Table. Text Changes
* Any request for a drivethru. e Changes fo the text of the Land Use
* Any rezoning request that creates a Categories, Land Use Categories Additional
contiguous 5-acre area not in conformance Requirements table, descriptions on the Land
with the General Plan. Use legend, or the elimination or substantial
Commercial and Industrial Land-Use Categories & modification of any goals or strategies 1o the
General Plan Map General Plan.
® Rezoning request for land greater than 20
acres that is not in conformance with the Land
Use Character, Land Use Type, Appropriate
Zoning Districts, or the Lland Use Categories
Requirements Table.
* A rezoning request that would create 20
or more contiguous acres of zoning not in
conformance with the General Plan.

Any rezoning request that is less than the size limit established in the above sections may be approved through
the rezoning process and will not require a Major General Plan Amendment. During the rezone review request,
consideration will be given to maintain a compatible transition between adjacent properties.

MINOR AMENDMENTS

Minor Amendments include text amendments, such as updates to goals and strategies which do not change their
meaning or intent, to demographic or stafistical information, and updates or modifications fo actions. Updates to maps
included in this General Plan (excluding the Land Use Map) may be done through a Minor General Plan Amendment
request. Requests for Minor Amendments would be recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission to the
Town Council. Minor Amendment requests can be considered at any Planning and Zoning Commission and Town
Council public meeting.

Any rezoning request that is less than the size limit established in the above sections may be approved through
the rezoning process and will not require a Minor General Plan Amendment. During the rezone review request,
consideration will be given to maintain a compatible transition between adjacent properties.

FINDINGS OF FACT

In defermining whether the proposed amendment should be approved, the Commission and Town Council shall
consider the following factors:

1. Whether this change in the General Plan land use 3. The degree to which the proposed amendment will
map will result in a shortage of land for other planned impact the whole community or a portion of the
uses (for example and not limited to, will this change community by:
result in a substantial and undesirable reduction in the
amount of available land for employment or higher
density housing development?)

a. Significantly altering acceptable existing land
use patterns in a way that is contrary fo the
goals, strategies and actions idenfified in the

2. Does the proposed amendment constitute an overall adopted General Plan.

improvement to the Queen Creek General Plan and

is not solely for the good or benefit of a particular

landowner or owners at a particular point in fime.

b. Affecting the livability of the surrounding area
or the health and safety of present or future
residents.
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FINDINGS OF FACT (CONTINUED)

c. Requiring larger or more exfensive improvements
fo roads, sewer, or water systems than are
needed to support the prevailing land uses
and which may negatively impact development
of other lands. The Commission and/or the
Town Council may also consider the degree to
which the need for such improvements will be
mitigated pursuant to binding commitments by
the applicant, a public agency, or other sources
when the impacts of the uses permitted pursuant
to the General Plan amendment will be felt.

d. Resulting in adverse impacts on existing uses
due fo increased traffic congestion that will
not be accommodated by planned roadway
improvements or other planned transportation
improvements such as and not limited to non-
motorized fransportation alternatives, transit, or
self driving vehicles.

4. Consistency of the proposed amendment with the
vision, goals, strategies, and actions of the adopted
Ceneral Plan.

5. Whether there was an error or oversight in the
original General Plan adoption in that the Council
did not fully consider facts, projects or trends which
could reasonably exist in the future.

6. Whether events subsequent to the General Plan
adoption have superseded the Council’s original
premises and findings made upon Plan adoption.

7. Whether any or all of the Council’s original premises
and findings regarding General Plan adoption were
unsubstantiated.

8. Whether events subsequent to the General Plan
adoption may have changed the character and/or
condition of the area so as to make the application
acceptable

Q. The extent to which the benefits of the Plan amendment
outweigh any of the impacts identified in the above
subsections.
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GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AND
ANNUAL REPORTING

General Plan Implementation

Implementation of the General Plan is based on specific
community goals, objectives and resources. The State
of Arizona mandafes municipal planning agencies
to undertake the following actions to implement their
Ceneral Plans:

®  Adopt and implement a General Plan that
serves as a guide for orderly growth and
development and as a basis for the efficient
expenditure of its funds relating to the subjects
of a General Plan.

® Render an annual report to the Mayor and
Town Council on the sfatus of the Plan and
progress of its application.

® Promote public interest in an understanding of
the General Plan and the regulations relating
fo it

e Consult and advise with public officials
and agencies, public utility companies,
residents, educational, professional, and other
organizations and provide opportunities for
written comment throughout the General Plan
planning process.

e Following adoption of the General Plan, every
governmental, judicial and quasi-judicial
agency or commission should provide a list
of proposed plans for capital improvements
or construction within or partially within
the municipality. The agency shall list and
classify all such recommendations and shall
prepare a coordinated program of proposed
public work for the ensuing fiscal year. Such
coordinated program shall be submitted to the
municipal planning agency for review and
report fo such agency for conformity with the
adopted General Plan.

e All acquisitions and dispositions of real
property shall be reported to a municipal
planning agency to ensure conformity with
the General Plan and supporting plans. The
planning agency shall render its report as
fo conformity with an adopted General Plan
within 40 days after submittal.

Roles and Responsibilities

Queen Creek's Town Manager appoints sfaff persons
responsible for the Town's General Plan implementation.
Appointed staff should monitor the sfatus of each
implementation action throughout the year and provide a
general recommended framework to the Town's Planning
and Zoning Commission to annually update the General
Plan Implementation Program.

The Town’s Planning and Zoning Commission is also
responsible for the regular monitoring of the General
Plan’s implementation. In addition, the Commission
reviews staff reports and provides recommendations
fo the Town Council for revisions to the General Plan
Implementation Program on an annual basis. The Annual
Report can assist in determining if the Town should inifiate
any major or minor amendments.

General Plan Annual Report

The General Plan  Annual Report assists in  the
implementation of the General Plan and can be
incorporated info the analysis and performance for the
Development Services Department that is included in the
Town's Annual Budget. It includes the following sections:

* Implementation Measure- Lists the actions
necessary to carry out each element of the
Ceneral Plan.

® lead Department/Agency- Identifies
the responsible Town department for
accomplishing that particular measure.

e Projected Time Frame- Identifies and prioritizes
the time frame for the measure fo be inifiated.

e Potential Funding Sources- Lists the potential
funding source necessary o implement the
Plan.
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